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head of our race voluntarily making himself responsible for us, suffer- 
ing when we sin, and in his incarnation coming into our earthly life 
and sharing with us the evils which sin inevitably produces, and yet 
bearing with us in our sinfulness that he may win us back to holiness. 
Our author's work is valuable as a thorough presentation of the 
doctrine of the atonement held by many of the old theologians, and 
still embodied in church creeds. He is thoroughly loyal to the 
Lutheran church, and contends earnestly for the faith which he pro- 
fesses. He has a deep sense of dependence on Christ for salvation, 
and the indispensableness of faith in him. But the strongly contro- 
versial tone of the whole book, the harsh, and sometimes contemptuous, 
terms applied to those who differ from him, and the extravagant praise 
of the theologians whose views he accepts seriously mar his work. 

N. S. Burton. 
Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

Die personliche Heilserfahrung des Christen, und ihre 
Bedeutung fur den Glauben, nach dem Zeugnisse der 
Apostel. Von Ph. Bachmann, Gymnasialprofessor in Nfirn- 
berg. Ein Beitrag zur neutestamentlichen Theologie. Leip- 
zig : Verlag von A. Deichert Nachfolger (Georg Bohme) ,. 
1899. Pp. viii + 246. M. 3.60. 

Starting with the assumption that theology, the scientific form of 
Christian consciousness, must accustom itself to seek the point of 
departure for its statements, not as formerly in supposedly objective 
sources, but in the soul of the believer, the author finds it necessary,. 
since the point of departure differs in different men, to ascertain at the 
outset " what place the personal experience of salvation takes in the 
testimony of the first and canonical proclaimers of Christian truth, 
namely, the writers of the New Testament " (p. 3). Accordingly, 
after the fashion of biblical theology, the testimony of the epistolary 
writers touching their most individual and personal experience is 
reported, and an astonishing unanimity in the phenomena of their 
religious life revealed. We learn (1) that their Christian life is made 
possible by a change wrought, not by their own power, but by the 
divine Spirit ; (2) that the Christian experience verified and pos- 
sessed is not the total Christian experience ; that beyond the con- 
scious present experience (Heilsbesitz) there is belief in God's loving 
will unto forgiveness in Christ, and the hope for a future possession 
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far surpassing the present experience (Heilsstand) ; (3) that the 
experience of salvation is not thrust upon the writers from without, but 
arises only when by faith one freely yields obedience ; (4) that the 
experience of salvation depends upon the reality of a history accom- 
plished in Jesus Christ both in his existent and pre-existent state, a 
history which makes him the mediator of divine grace ; (5) that the 
truth, namely, the fact of the person and work of Jesus Christ, remains 
fixed before it is experienced, and whether or not it is experienced ; 
that is, the writers do not pass from the subjective experience of sal- 
vation to the truth about Christ and his work, but pass from the reve- 
lation of God in Christ given objectively in the gospel to the 
experience of the same as the final support of faith and the highest 
norm of truth. 

Though the method of the author is historical, his interest is dog- 
matic, namely, the relation of objective truth to subjective experience. 
He has reached the result that the personal experience of the Christian 
is not the final canon of the truth as it is in Christ, that is, is not 
purely subjective, and this, not because of the personal equation, the 
differences of the ego, but because the standard lies outside of the 
writers, namely, " in the divine history and the divine word (i. e., the 
gospel message), the recognition of which is the foundation of the 
Christian status and the way to all experience and certainty of salva- 
tion " (p. 245). It did not lie within the aim of the book to raise 
the question whether the Christian religion is the only way to attain 
unto salvation and filial communion with God, or whether it is simply 
the best known way. The author deals solely with the experiences of 
some of the early Christians, and probably his results will be generally 
acquiesced in. The reader is struck by the controlling influence of Paul 
in the conclusions, and wonders how much the other writers have con- 
tributed. James is treated apart, then 1 and 2 Peter together, 1 then the 
thirteen letters of Paul, Hebrews, and the three letters of John. It is 
noteworthy, again, how similar the experience of 1 Peter and Paul is, 
and one asks whether the result had not been more fruitful if other 
fragments, like James for instance, had been treated as a whole, yield- 
ing together large witness to a similar personal experience of salva- 
tion. Within the letters of Paul it is not always easy to discover just 
why certain sections are treated and others omitted. Would it not 
have been better to present the total experience of Paul as a unit, by 

'I Peter receiving next to Paul (pp. 46-214) the greatest attention (pp. 14-43). 
while 2 Peter has but two pages. 
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means of all the hints in the letters, rather than to aggregate selected 
fragmentary bits as specimens upon which to make observations ? The 
reader finds the book lacking in steadiness just because of the frag- 
mentary foundation. Text-criticism and detailed exegesis disturb the 
constructive movement, and should have been more largely relegated 
to footnotes. 

In the interesting discussion of the problem of suffering (Rom. 
8 : 1 8 ff.) the distinction between Heilsbesitz and Heilsstand comes 
out clearly. The author would have avoided the awkward construc- 
tion in Rom. 8:23, had he seen that the contrast in the section is not 
generally between present imperfection and future perfection, but 
specifically between incomplete and complete redemption. Once the 
<rS>im is redeemed by actual resurrection, there will be the glory of the 
perfect. Compare Gal. 5 : 5, where Paul is waiting for the hoped-for, 
that is, the complete, righteousness; also Phil. 3: 10 ff., where Paul 
longs for the resurrection from the dead which shall complete his 
redemption (efavaoracrts), consciously aware that in the present exist- 
ence he cannot become perfect because of the <nojua. He waits for 
(3 : 20 ; Rom. 8:23; Gal. 5 : 5) the Lord Jesus Christ, whose function 
as Savior here is to transform the body of our humiliation that it may 
be conformed to the body of his glory. 

Readers will be indebted to Professor Bachmann for marshaling 
the old facts from a modern point of view, and, in addition to many 
fertile exegetical suggestions, for emphasizing the pertinent distinction 
between Heilsstand and Heilsbesitz. 

J. Everett Frame. 

Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, N. Y. 



Richard Rothe als praktischer Theologe. Denkschrift des 
praktisch-theologischen Seminars in Heidelberg zur hundert- 
jahrigen Wiederkehr von Rothes Geburtstag am 28. Januar 
1899, verfasst von Dr. Heinrich Bassermann. Freiburg in 
B., Leipzig und Tubingen : Verlag von J. C. B. Mohr, 1899. 
Pp. 102. M. 1.60. 

This brochure, as the title-page informs us, is a contribution to the 
literature growing out of the celebration of the one-hundredth anniver- 
sary of the birth of Richard Rothe. Rothe has been known to the 
theological public chiefly as a speculative theologian. Those who 
have studied his Theologische Ethik and his Dogmatik will remember 



